Questions for Girls by Pollard, Josephine
"A MAN is known by the company he
keeps," and the power of associa-
tion is felt and appreciated even by the
brute creation. You remember the fa-
mmar story of dog Tray, who, though
of unexceptional morals himself, was
enticed into the company of those wh',
were disposed to evil, and was obliged
to share in their disgrace. He has left
his experience and folly as a lesson for
every body, and they who are thought-
ful and observing may learn wisdom
even from a dog. But Bertha I-Iaines
was neither thoughtful nor observing;
quite the contrary. She had an idea
that she was born into this world just
to have a good time, and those who of-
fered her the most fun for the least ex
pense were the most desirable people
for her to cultivate. Remonstrance
and counsel were of no avail whatever.
(;They suit me;" was her invariable
reply to those who endeavored to point
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c>utthe error of her choice, and so, in-
Btead of striving to elevate her tastes
or her morals, she allowed herself to
drift down the current, where were
rocks and whirlpools she knew noth·
ing ot
Bertha Haines had a fooli~h notion
that people must act wholly according
to their inclinations, not understanding
that it is our business to fight against
natural depravity. The neighbors on
one side of her are quiet, well-behaved
people, and she declares they are dull
and stupid; while those on the other
side are wild, gay, frivolous, and im·
prudent, and they are her" fast " frienus
and companions. From them she
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learns to use slang phrases, to laugb
loud and continuously in public con-
veyances, and to dress in a sty Ie that
is more conspicuous than becoming.
She does not realize what an injury she
is doing herself, or what a price she is
really paying for a certain unenviable
notoriety. She becomes "common" in
every sense. Good people are afraid of
her, and teach their little ones not _to
follow such an example. She is on the
street at all hours of the day and even-
ing, seldom enters a church, and has
evidently never sat down seriously to
" consider her ways."
Such a mode of life, careless and
. happy as it seems on the surface, can-not
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but result disastrously to anyone who
continues in it. You say it is no sin
because it is not criminal! But it
is a sin against conscience to pursue a
course which it cannot approve!
It is a sin against the purity of wom-
en to bring it in contact with unchaste
influences!
It is a sin against the moral charac-
ter to corrupt it in any way by evil
associations!
It is a sin against true womanhood
to repress its culture, to debase its
standard, and prevent its attaiuing
the position God intended it to oc-
cupy!
You are criminal to yourself, and
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your Maker's design concerning yon, if
you refuse to listen to the voice tha t
persuades you to a better course. You
think Bertha Haines is happy, but you
do not see her heart; you cannot follow
her into the future when she longs to
return to the places she once despised,
but knows it is impossible to forge
anew the fetters so ruthlessly broken.
"Fast" friends are not true friends;
and there is no seat for them by the
hearth·stone of sorrow. They are not
the companions that old age appreci-
ates. "Their glory is departed;" and
Bertha Haines and such as she turn
over the embel's of life in vain for a
spark of real, true, lasting enjoyment.
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One tear of grief can quench the light
of joy.
H you have made a wrong choice of
friends; if in your fony and ignorance
you have formed attachments that can
be of no benefit, but rather an injury,
break away from them before it is too
late. Be warned in time.
Better sacrifice your friendships than
sacrifice yourself, your better impulses,
your nobler aspirations, your future
peace ot' mind.
" It is the tone that makes the musiL,"
says a French proverb; and it is from
good Christian people we must get the
key-note if we desire to learn on earth
the songs that will be acceptable in
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heaven. Be particular with whom
you associate. Whether conscious of
it or not, you will be more or less in·
fluenced by your companions. Hence
it is of the highest importance that
these companions be of the right kind.
Remember what God's word says:
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~ "Evil communications corrupt goad. ~
~ mannera."-l Cor. xv. 33. ~
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